Home Safety Tips 

        Alphonzo Upchurch – WOS Community Safety 
· During the month of July, there have been more burglaries in the WOS than usual. The burglaries were on Fringetree Woods, Black Hickory Woods, Western Pine Woods and Black Oak Woods.  They all occurred during the early afternoon hours.  Make sure all doors are locked when you leave your home.  You and your neighbors should be alert and watch out for each other and your property. If any suspicious activity is observed, get the description of the vehicle, if any, and a description of the suspect.  Then call police ASAP.  Get this information from a safe distance.  It is an effective way to aid SAPD in the war against burglars, thieves and violent criminals.
· You can get a FREE home security check by calling SAPD Prue Road SAFE Unit @ 207-7169.  If you successfully pass this test, you could possibly get a discount on your homeowner’s insurance.  The officer will give you suggestions on how to make your home safe and secure.
· Set timers on lights when you’re away from your home for an extended period of time so it appears to be occupied.  Inform your neighbors when you are going on vacation.  Stop mail and paper delivery.  Also leave a radio on with the volume elevated.  Preferably near the front door.
· Get to know your neighbors, and then you will know who the strangers are. Know the neighbors on your right and left, the one directly across the street from you, and the ones on their right and left. 
· Lock gates, garage doors, and shed doors after every use.  Don’t make it easy for intruders to steal property. 

· Illuminate or eliminate places an intruder might hide:  the spaces between trees or shrubbery, stairwells, alleys, hallways, and entryways. 

· Sponsor a Neighborhood Watch and/or join the Cellular On Patrol (COP).  See the COP training schedule in this newsletter.  For information about COP and how to join check, http://www.sanantonio.gov/sapd/cop2.asp#train.  A lot of valuable information is learned at these classes.  Help us to make WOS a safer place to live.  We presently have eleven COP members.  If interested, I  can be contacted at woodsofshavano@yahoo.com.
